OurNewton.Org

OurNewton.org is a social networking website dedicated to building social capital and increasing civic engagement in the Newton community. This community building tool was initiated by Social Capital Inc., the West Suburban YMCA, the Leventhal-Sidman JCC and a committed Launch Team of local volunteers as a launching pad to develop a site to connect people to people; people to resources & opportunities, people to groups & organizations; and people to ways to get involved in their community.
This site is modeled on successful SCI community-building programs in Woburn, Dorchester, and Lynn that focus on connecting people to the information they need to participate in civic life.

Why Participate?
· Increase volunteers, donors & program participants
· Lack of info is the biggest barrier to participation 
· 60+ Dorchester Non-Profits have reported boost in participation due to SCI

· Free marketing outlet, you control the message
· Post the content you want about events, news and opportunities …goes live when you post
· After a year, a successful community portal is likely to be viewed by 10% or more households- often ones that might not read the local paper or other outlets 

· Easy to update web presence
· For agencies with no web presence (or a website that is hard to update), OurNewton.org can be your primary home on the web. 
· For agencies regularly updating your own site, you can share your news on OurNewton.org via RSS feed, increasing awareness & traffic.
 
· A Tool for coordination & collaboration 
· Planning a big event , and do not want to conflict with another big happening? Check the Community Calendar! Use searchable database to find out what services other agencies are offering.
· The “groups” feature is a great tool for collaborative community projects or discussion of common issues. 

